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Topic: Point Of No Return 

Scripture text: 1 Samuel 28 

1. David did not trust God in his desperate situation and hid himself with deception in the 
enemy land of Philistines in 1 Sam 27.  The Lord rebuked him and he repented and followed 
after the Lord. In contrast, king Saul was never repentance of his sins in giving excuses for his 
sins and only pretended to be seeking God . 

2. In verse 3, Samuel was dead. When Samuel was alive, Saul did not come to Samuel to seek for 
his spiritual guidance and to enquire after God.  But in the desperate situation when Israel was 
under the attack by the Philistines, Saul tried to seek after God. However, God did not answer 
him because he harboured sins in his heart (Ps 66:18). 

3. Saul had earlier put away the familiar spirits, wizards, witchcraft and  sorcery in Israel.  Again 
he was not sincere as in his desperate situation now, he asked to seek the familiar spirit. This is 
against God's Word stated clearly in Deut 18:9-14. 

4. Saul wanted the spirit of Samuel to be called out from the dead. In this one-time special 
circumstances, God permitted Samuel to appear. Saul was told that he and his sons would die in 
the battle against the Philistines.  

5. The judgement of God has come against Saul. The time is up for Saul as God's  longsuffering 
has its limit and is not forever. Though Saul was sad and sorry knowing the judgement of God 
coming to him very soon, yet he would not repent before God for his sins. Saul has reached a 
point of no return to his own condemnation. 

 


